The Associated Students of Colorado State University

40th Senate, Session 8
October 13th, 2010

I. Call to Order

II. Pledge

III. Roll Call

IV. Gallery Input
i. Seeing none

V. Consent Agenda

i. Seeing none
VI. Guest Speaker
i. Deputy Chief of Staff Berlinberg
1. I am the Deputy Chief of Staff here. Just want to do a quick presentation about student voice surveys to gain feedback from constituents, in regards to things you want to change.  There is a system that the university uses to solicit feedback from students in an unbiased way.  They form questions and we get feedback.  You type the questions – they can be anything.  Try to keep them as unbiased as possible.  Use it as an informational tool.  Send questions to me.  Very quick and simple.  It takes about 5-7 days to get a preview ready for you to preview online before it is sent out.  We email it out – can email to anyone.  We can send to certain sections, grade levels, demographics, etc.  I can help you get that sent out.  Next we wait for responses – 3-6 weeks to allow people adequate time.  You can have any type of questions.  Next you get a detailed printout of who answered, the percentage of each question answered, the answers, and other various details.  Please utilize this tool and we are happy to help.
ii. City Counsilmember Wade Troxell
1. I am the Associate Dean of the College of Engineering.  I am a councilmember – District 4.  On November 2nd, we face a tax increase of .85%.  I am here to share my voice on this.  I have put together a presentation of the kinds of things we face as an economy.  I have the mayor here as well to speak.  I will be presenting the “ not-to-be” point of view tonight.  I am not anti-tax.  I think most people will not support this so I did not support this.  I think the city should do appropriate belt tightening.  A 0.5% increase would be substantial, I think we need a balance.  Belt tightening with a smaller tax increase.  I think you can always tighten the belt in some way.  We need to differentiate between the needs and the wants.  We should cut back on the wants.  The city has done a good job budgeting for outcomes.  We set up 7 objectives and built the city budget.  We do not have an active process to prioritize what is critical in the City of Fort Collins.  Before the voters, we are voting for a tax increase for police, fire, streets, and parks.  What about other things that could be cut? That’s where I feel this is not a good proposal – it is not belt tightening with an appropriate tax increase.  What keeps Fort Collins the way it is is the people – not a tax increase.  CSU is an important part of the community and part of what makes Fort Collins what it is.  To me this is business as usual and I do not think it is appropriate in these tough economic times.

iii. Mayor Hutchinson

1. I have been the mayor of Fort Collins since 2005.  I have a degree in Chemistry from CSU. I retired in 1999 and I happened to become mayor.  I appreciate the opportunity to talk to you about this issue. It’s the biggest thing since I’ve been mayor.  Government was formed to do things for the community that we cannot do as individuals.  These things are not free – paid for by taxes and fees.  The last raise in sales tax was in 1982. CSU tuition is comparable, because it is dollars paid for an organization.  Both Fort Collins and CSU made a lot of cuts to focus on what the people of Fort Collins need and expect.  The first step was in 2005 – everything was cut and the only things added to the list had to make the city better.  What are the things that government shouldn’t be doing? And people don’t care about?  We balanced the budget by not doing things that were not necessary.  We were also able to cut jobs that were not needed in the government. Look at FCgov.com.  The whole things is about prioritizing and belt tightening.  We are deferring important things.  Fort Collins is at a tipping point.  We are cutting into the services that people need and expect from their city.  CSU tuition was less than $900 a year in 1982. The school has gone through a lot of changes since then, just like our tax needs to be changed. It is unreasonable to not change the tax in that long of time.  Students are in the city and it should matter to them that the city is trying to do things to better the community.  The city manager and I have visited businesses around Fort Collins – we always ask “why Fort Collins?” The answer is always a variation about the quality of the community.  Some people say bike paths.  CSU is a resource of the city.  The overall quality of the community is a great contributor to the success of local businesses.  We had one business that did not support the tax increase.  Fort Collins Biotech Engineering group is planning to double their workforce because Fort Collins was named the best place to live and work for young professionals.  Fort Collins has received awards for best place to retire.  They also look to CSU because they need to hire their new employees from CSU students.  We have deferred 6.5 million dollars of street maintenance that only gets more expensive the longer it is not fixed.  One cut we have made was stop any improvements of bike paths.  Tax is about transportation.  10% of Fort Collins commutes by bike.  The tax does not apply to groceries or prescription drugs.  It is prioritized.  We have an open book on FCgov.com to let everyone know exactly how we spend every dollar.
a. Q &A

i. Schulz: Can you explain why maintaining code compliance money has been increased and public safety has been decreased?
ii. A: The city manager proposed a budget and that is what you are reading from.  We have hearings coming up – that is not necessarily the way its going to end up.  There is a committee for each outcome – they put together the recommended budget.  We have to cut 4.6 million dollars – that is their recommendation of how to cut that money.  You are reading something that has not been put into effect.

iii. Schulz: Has there been a study showing tax coming into the city if the students left the city?

iv. A: It was directly addressed by council.  It was an attempt to make that very focused for making neighborhoods zoned to single families only.

v. Schulz: Did it happen to claim if it would bring in more money than we are enforcing?

vi. A: I don’t remember – it was an issue.

vii. Schulz: Sales tax collections are up – sustained and ongoing recovery seems to be stable.  A huge increase from last year.  Does a .85% tax increase seem necessary even though the economy is in recovery?

viii. A: Absolutely yes – those figures look great because they are compared to Fort Collins’ worst year (2009).  It varies wildly.  It compares to the worst year in history.
ix. Eckerdt: Is the proposed budget still in consideration?

x. A: It is still under consideration.

xi. Eckerdt: I am wondering about a decision that was made that moved an event and that caused the city a lot of revenue (Brewfest).  How are we to be assured that this will not happen again? 

xii. A: Downtown benefits from Brewfest – not Fort Collins.  The city did not make that decision.

xiii. Eckert: The proposed cuts – are they the easiest cuts to make? Highest priority for the city to make?

xiv. A: The criteria are where does this fall on the scheme of priorities and importance.  Not what would be easiest.  It would make our life easier if those cuts weren’t picked.  We can’t take those cuts from one place – they need to come from several places.
xv. Eckerdt: Is it more important for the city to cut police over something else?

xvi. We have a large police department with serious shortfalls.  That cut is in the gray area.  We have to make cuts and need to hear from you on what you want and expect.

xvii. Roche: I was wondering if you could talk about if you have cut salaries.

xviii. We have not cut salaries – we have looked very carefully at that – we have zero raises for the next two years – we pay what is good for fort Collins  - not NYC.  One of the things we did was look at medical benefits.  We brought that in line with the market. No we have not cut salaries – but we have not given raises.  I think we have done a good job being responsible in these areas.  

xix. Roche: I was wondering if you stood behind these: several firefighters and police officers make 100K+.

xx. I am frustrated with that too.  We have done a lot of things to make that responsible and we give you all the data.

xxi. Kupka: You mentioned food was not included. Groceries or eating out? Any others excluded from tax?

xxii. Just groceries are excluded.  As well as prescription drugs.  It also is a requirement that we report exactly how all money is spent so we are trying to be transparent with everything.

xxiii. Von Bokern: I was looking at a breakdown of the tax increase.  11% is dedicated to “other community priorities”.  Can you tell us where that will go?
xxiv. Part of that was chamber of commerce.  My thing is to bring the economic health back.  Chamber wants economic priorities. We passed a resolution that laid out what that was supposed to be.  Our budget process changes – that is for economic issues – environmental and neighborhood safety.  We want economic health.  

xxv. Von Bokern: Fort Collins businesses are behind the community.  How does Chamber of Commerce stand on this?

xxvi. They opposed it but stand passively right now.  I respect their decision.  The vast majority understand what this would mean to the city of Fort Collins.   They are frustrated that the majority of council would not go along with them.  We put this tax increase off as long as possible.

xxvii. Von Bokern: You mentioned that these stats are compared against last year.  Why aren’t the taxes being put off if we have recovered from last year.

xxviii. In the scheme of things, this is a very small recovery.  It looks like it is going to take a very long time to recover.  The last depression was caused by one factor – multiple factors make it a lot harder to recover.  I think in 10 years it will be better because of this tax.

xxix. Von Bokern: The proposed cuts.  When are these final?

xxx. November 16th at the second reading of the ordinance.  We have been cutting for five years, so we need to cut more from everywhere to reflect the community’s desires.
VII. VII. New Business
i. Resolution #4008

1. Presentation: Eckerdt, Von Bokern, Schulz

a. Von Bokern: This is a resolution opposing the proposed sales tax increase.  The current economic situation for CSU students will decrease.  They are full-time students not able to work full time and are at the low end of the income perspective.  CSU students will be hit hardest because they already pay so much and have to budget already.  I think this an important opportunity for CSU students to oppose this.  It is unjust to ask the city of Fort Collins to take this on.

b. Schulz: Fort Collins has the third lowest taxes, allowing businesses to thrive.

c. Eckerdt: There was a third proposal that was brought up at a lower tax rate – the city had another option and chose to forgo that.  This is not the only opportunity for a tax increase – they can add one in April.  We can always write a resolution for a lower rate.  They are asking taxpayers for this rate instead of a lower one.  

d. Schulz: I oppose this tax rate because it generates 15 million more than the city needs, so we are paying extra money for no reason.  That money can be used by residents of Fort Collins to further help the economy.  

e. Eckerdt: Part of this is prioritization – it’s what they are cutting and funding right now.

f. V: A tax increase is not going to make Fort Collins a great community.  Businesses are more likely to come here and we would all benefit.  We can force the city to prioritize if they do not get their tax increase.  If this tax passes, it will drive businesses away and hurt Fort Collins.  The only way Fort Collins can remail thriving is if we are getting new businesses and new residents.

g. Eckerdt: All of this is going to the general fund for whatever they want.  Although this council may have set priorities – council changes in April, so what their values and priorities are now may be very different come April.

i. Q&A

ii. Godlewski: They heard another tax proposal that was lowered.  Why was it rejected?

iii. Eckerdt: They decided .85% is what we needed.

iv. Harries: I was wondering about your decision to endorse a no bill.

v. Eckerdt: It was just to get it to the floor.

vi. Harries: Do you think it is worth giving up anything because they should have initially set .5%?

vii. Von Bokern: It is our job to not bow down to the government for what they want if it is going to hurt us.  They have time for the April Ballot that will meet the needs, without being unnecessary.

viii. Harries: It sounds like they had another opportunity to get the .5% increase.  How could this get on the ballot in April?

ix. Eckerdt: If you support this legislation, suggest to council to put a .5% increase in April.  Right now, they say it will not happen, but they absolutely can add it to the ballot.

x. Eckerdt: I would be more than happy to help you go to council.

xi. Kupka: Say students make an average of $10K a year.  This tax cut would add an addition 85 dollars out of your income.  

xii. Von Bokern: It may seem minute, but the effect is a massive extraction of money without a promise of return for students or the community.  This does not contain a plan for how this will be spent, so we need to send the city a message that we only need to do what is necessary.  The money is being taken from businesses and students. The impact of that would be negative.

xiii. Kupka: How many are actively pursuing the 3 unrelated category?

xiv. Eckerdt: I believe there is one officer on DUI.  So you are making million dollar cuts to the PD.  Is losing that less important than losing occupancy enforcement? How is the money better used?

xv. Harries: Do you think that groceries not included would somehow make it less expensive for students?

xvi. Von Bokern:  Groceries are necessary – only a small percentage of students spending.  A person does not live entirely off groceries.

xvii. Schulz: This is time sensitive – I would like this on emergency status.

xviii. Discussion and Debate:

1. Eckert: two weeks away from this election – we need time to make a case of why we don’t want this taxed.  If this fails tonight, senate has one week to write a proposal.  If you want your opinion to have impact, I suggest putting it on emergency status.  

2. Emergency Status vote: passed – on emergency status

xix. Schulz: Keep in mind that it is hard to compare tax to tuition.  I feel threatened that they say they will cut police and fire if we do not vote for this.  

xx. Eckerdt: There is 2 ways to look at it – the city is going to have to make cuts.  They are serious about cutting the things they have listed – they are not bluffing.  Will they prioritize those cuts correctly? It is important to know that there was a third option and it was not just yes or no.  Don’t feel bad if you vote yes on this or no, because the city did have an option to have a happy medium.

xxi. Jefri: The mayor is asking for us to pay more money.  We say we don’t want to pay more, but we are not the evil people making the cuts.

xxii. Roche: We have a very high rent rate – city council did not listen to us.  We also are facing a tuition hike.  Students do not want to pay more than they are already facing.  What kind of jobs are being destroyed? Jobs students need.  It is bullying to cut the most popular services.  In Colorado Springs, they threatened the voter into increasing tax to get what the gov wants.

xxiii. Von Bokern: Tuition rates here could increase, as well as utility rates.  City sales taxes will make CSU less accessible.  It will also make students less focused on academics if they need to go out and get another job. If you look at the proposed cuts – police and fire – it will scare you.  0.85% is more than it needs to be raised by. I am willing to go to a more crowded pool.  Mulberry pool will be closed, flower gardens will be taken out, no holiday presentation, no water features in Old Town, reducing advertising.  When these tough times, when people are struggling to eat, it is not fair to ask them to pay for flowers, or parks, or an extra pool.  Government can make many other cuts than police and fire.  We need to stop this now, and say that this tax is unnecessary and unreasonable and unjust to ask Fort Collins citizens to pay for this stuff.  The city council is refusing to recognize that there is an economic crisis. 

xxiv. Harries: It feels like we are being bullied.  Maybe we have been treated wrong by city council.  Now is not the time to stand up to them.  It is dangerous to try to be macho or not be bullied. I like the option of .5%, but I think that if we turn this down based on the fact that we wanted .5%, we are hurting ourselves.  It is a dangerous game to play.  Students don’t use all the things that are being cut, but it’s important to remember that a lot of those things attract students here, and students want this atmosphere in college.  If we turn down the tax now, then they make huge cuts.  One thing about roads is that they have deteriorated so much, and fixing them now will be cheaper.  Not paying this now would make us pay more later.

xxv. Schulz: I meant by bullying that they are threatening.  If this does not pass, then we have to have a .5% tax increase.  Most would accept that over a .85%.  If we turn this down, they need the .5% tax increase in April.  We just need to get on our feet and then we will be able to replace the cuts.  Think about what will help us this next year.

xxvi. Malin: It is important to remember that we are representing college students.  As much as they love flowers, they would vote no.  It’s not just our opinions, most of my constituents cannot handle this amount right now.  Nothing is stopping them from .5% increase in April.

xxvii. Laughlin: At our college council meeting yesterday – they all said they do not want this tax increase.

xxviii. Sellers: I don’t think that wasting money is going to improve a quality of life.  It is important that we are not overtaxed for something that we do not want.  Having more money in my pocket will allow me to enjoy myself more in college, and I do not have money or time for pools.  Most students would agree that they would rather keep their money than spend it on something they don’t use.

xxix. Kupka: You don’t have to say you don’t want it at all.

xxx. Eckerdt: One of the things is that closing the mulberry pool does not mean that we will destroy it. It will be closed until the economy turns around.  All these things could be brought back if revenues return.  Some things cannot be brought back, but to some of the smaller things, they can turn around should the economy return.  It is not forever – just until we can get on our feet.

Vote:



With a vote of 9-4-12, that fails


Debate and discussion over vote.  Peterson chairs for Babos when she is asked to step away.
xxxi. Schulz: I would like to ask for a straw poll to see how many believe the abstentions should count as no?

1. 3

xxxii. Labonte: I would like to know how many people thought their abstentions would remain neutral?

xxxiii. Harries: Are we ruling that one time the abs count as no votes? Or every time?

xxxiv. Peterson: One time

xxxv. Loendorf: yield to Babos

xxxvi. Babos: I think this is a good opportunity to set the precedent.  Making this decision will set a decision for the rest of the year.  Is the vote between yes – no? or yes – vs out of everyone here to vote? You all need to decide and establish the precedent.

xxxvii. Loendorf: I move for previous question

xxxviii. Vote on whether or not to stop debate: pass

xxxix. Harries: Is the vote to overturn the original vote?

xl. Peterson: There has been a lot of discussion, and from our understanding, abstentions count on the negative side.  

xli. Motion to reconsider:

xlii. Kupka: A lot of people seem to want to reconsider

xliii. Harries: There is so much doubt, so make sure you are clear enough on what abstain means.

xliv. Eckerdt: The five not here count as abstains and therefore no’s, which is frustrating because this has already passed.

xlv. Schulz: Please vote one way or another.  

xlvi. Hemphill: If abstentions do not count, we could pass a bill on 1 yes and 24 abstains.  

xlvii. Jefri: When you abstain, you have a conflict of interest.  You are here to represent students and you need to make a vote for them.  Abstaining does nothing.  Please vote yes or no.

xlviii. Von Bokern: The discussion is not about whether or not abstentions count as no.  We are discussing whether or not to reconsider the vote.  Make it clear, that even if you abstain, you are taking a no vote.

xlix. Discussion and Debate on bill itself:

l. Hemphill: By reading through this, it sends a feeling that CSU is distancing itself from the local community.  I think it would be advantageous for us to not burn bridges between us and the community.  I would like to add a clause to not make the bill so derogatory.

li. Eckerdt: This is not isolating CSU from the community.  By not giving somebody money does not mean you are disrespecting them.  It is not saying that we are trying to detroy the city – it is just a different vision of how we look at the city.

lii. Anderson: Students have had disagreements with the city and we are trying to meet in the middle with both the community and the school.  They basically shot us down with a lot of things.  If you think it’s good to add tax, vote against this.  In my understanding, the low and middle class brackets will pay heavily for this, so you need to decide how you feel.

liii. Eckert: I have an excellent relationship with the city and this is not jeopardizing that.  A simple disagreement does not mean that we are burning bridges.

liv. Sellers: We pass this hypothetically, and city council considers this and comes back with .5% and tightens the belt, but also does things that need to be done in a timely manner.  It is a nice compromise.  Having a large tax is not the way to go.  They will consider this heavily enough to give us the .5% increase.

lv. Laughlin: We are trying to say that we agree with the .85%, but can we add a clause that we can put in a lower tax increase?

lvi. Babos: I want to remind everybody that this is on the ballot.

2. Vote: 

a. With a vote of 12-7-6 this fails

VIII. Ratification & Swearing In of New Members

i. Executive members

1. Reiko Anderson: Assistant for Student Services

a. No questions

2. Allison McVey

a. No questions

IX. Judicial Reports
i. Seeing none
X. Senator Reports
i. Witter: If you had issues with abstentions tonight come see me.  I encourage you to vote however you feel in the actual votes.

ii. Schulz: Bring in your cans.  Caucus met last Friday and we are waiting for Supreme Court to get back to us, when we hold a meeting. Come talk to me

iii. Jefri: I have been working this week to find the senator and associate senator role.  Bring in a copy of your constitution saying that we are all members of the college council.  
XI. Associate Senator Reports
i. Seeing none
XII. Executive Reports
i. Raso: My department is in the midst of creating a mission – trying to create an exchange program within ASCSU to New Orleans.  We will try to create that diverse environment with them coming here and us going there.

ii. Martel: Ramride bday is next Friday.  On behalf of RamRide I would like to thank Beau, Jordan and Sam.  A lot of nights couldn’t be possible without them.
iii. Barzideh: Next Tuesday is academic integrity day.  A series of workshops.  The list of time and rooms are posted. Come see me.

iv. Loendorf: We have a lot going on.  Friday is the float – we need people in the parade.  I want 15.  Come find me after and sign up.  3:30-6 on Friday.  Friday is an orange out.  You are supposed to wear orange.  We are going to be on the plaza passing out t-shirts and sunglasses Friday.  Cans war- Senate is losing.  You all need to step it up.  Please bring in your cans or money.  Football game Saturday.  Positive impact will be there.

v. Von Bokern: Finance is going well – 41.5% of SFB budget has been used.  Thanks to our senators in SFB.  Things are going well.

XIII. Confidence Business

i. Seeing none
XIV. Committee Reports
i. Kupka: Internal affairs is meeting Friday. Please come see me if you need one.

ii. Cole: It’s important to go to your internal meetings.

iii. Schulz: unanimous consent to go into announcements
XV. Old Business
i. Seeing none

XVI. Announcements
i. Shank: Come see me for a name placard.  Given the discussion we had on Resolution 4008, please come see me with questions.  I will gladly explain the reason behind the decisions I made.  Make sure you sing the fight song.

ii. Kupka: I have our new clicker system – available next week.  

iii. Peterson: Yay box!
XVII. Roll Call

XVIII. Adjournment: 10:09 pm
